Des Molloy and Dick Huurdeman look like the sort of guys who should be
sedately steering a sleigh in a Santa parade, not riding old single-banger
British bikes half way across the world through some of the most difficult
and remote terrain imaginable. Des's son Steve joined this intrepid pair as
cameraman and general factotum for the highs and lows of an incident-
packed three-month trek from Beijing to Arnhem on 'Penelope’, a 1965
Yorkshire-made 650cc Panther, and 'Dutch Courage', a 1954 Norton 600.
The route took them across the Northern-most of the Old Silk Roads over
the roof of the world through China, Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, the
burning deserts in Iran, Turkey, Greece, ltaly, Germany and finally to
Arnhem in Holland - over 10,000 miles. They did the last 3000 miles in
about a week riding up to 12 hours a day! The journey was traumatic as it
was inspiring! Was this idiocy or odyssey? Decide for yourself as you read
Des Molloy's account of their adventures and misadventures. Or meet him
in person as he tours the USA in the footsteps of Pirsig.



